GREFKMYTHOL OGY SECTION
CE Question 4

Herc are some suggcstcd answers to use for the most common
qucstions asked about the 6 Mgthologg stories sPcchCicd for
Common E_ntrancc.

1. THESEUS and the MINOT AUR
2. PERSEUS and MEDUSA the GORGON

3. The LADOURS of HERACLES

5. THE TROJAN WAR

6. The ADVENTURES of ODYSSEUS

Using the actual answer schemes for the most common c]ucstions that
have rcccnt]y been asked, these notes SUPPIH ‘bu"ct~Point5’ to include in
your answers —~ the sort of thing that will actua”g score you marks! | here
are also some suggestions for qucstions that have not yet been asked -

but could casily be, one clag...!



GENE FOIN IN MIND:

1. Mal(c sure you do know somcthing about the storg you have decided to answer —
and haven’t muddled Theseus up with Fcrscus, for cxample...!

2. Answerthe qucstion THEY ask: dort twist it into your own pet sul:jcct.

3. Answer BOTH FAKTS of the qucstion: remember there are 2 marks for the

extra part, which is oFtcnjust asking for your oPinion ~but be Prcparccl to back
HourseH: up with a goocl reason for what you say: Prcmccrably somcthing from the storg.

4. Try to answer the qucstion within about 10-12 lines. No harcl—Prcssccl examiner
wants to wade through 3 or4 Paragraphs of ‘sccnc—sctting’ before you getto the

relevant bit.

5. Name NAME_S - and make sure you sPc” them corrcctly, csPccially if thcy’rc

written on thc PaPchoryou somcwhcrc.

6. Tl’ic marks are for SEFAKATE_ FACTS Don’t rcPcat 30ur5cl1c over &

over (& over...) again.

7. Stick to these facts and be as focused and concise as Possiblc. Jn fact...
s. ... DONT WAFTLE!

(As past PuPils will remember, this question used to be known as “ T he Waffle

Section.... for good reason!)



SFECIMEN ANSWERS

K-MYT - N- N,

Marks will be gained by mentioning any of these Poin’cs. You should try to include as

many as Possible n your answer.

THESEFUS

Qpestion: Describe the adventures of Theseus from his arrival in Cretc to his return to
Atl'\ens. Whg do some Peoplc feel sorry for the Minotaur’?

Answers:
a) Came with thirteen otl‘wergoung Athcnians
b) Retrieval of Minos’s ring from the sea
c) \/o]unteers to go first against the Minotaur
d) HCIP from Ariaclne (in return for taking her with him)
5wor<§ & Ba“ of Thread
c) Showec{ hero’s courage in ki”ing Minotaur & cscapc& from Labyriﬂth (orig. built
bg Daedalus)
F) Escaped from Crete with fellow hostages
g) Ariadne abandoned on Naxos (Found }35 Dionysus)
h) Did not change sails on ship
N Arrived at AtI"ICﬂS to find father (Aegeus) dead (Aegcan 568> and became
King himself.

a) Minotaur’s appearance & savagery not its own fault

b) In Prison for all its life
c) An ‘Outsider’

N.B. This is basica”g the c]uestion theg have a]wags asked on the Tl’]escus story.



PERSEUS

uestion: Te” the story of Ferseus & the (Gorgon Medusa. W}-xat ualities do you
Q Y g q Y
think Ferseus showed during his adventures?

&

) Acr;sxus s oracle & birth of Fcrseus to /eus & Danae cast mtg
b) Ferseus cl—ra“cngecl to brmg back Meéusa s head bg Km { tes

c) Gi{:ts from the Gocls
Athena//cus: Sickle-sword & shmy shi @

[Hermes: ngcd Sandals
Hades <Vla Stgglan Nymphs f‘] ]nvisibilitg & FOUCl’I forhead

) E_ncounter with the Gracae who sho way to Medusa
e) USed reflection in shield to avoxd b %ﬂgc‘ to stone (clescrlbe Meclusa)
9 Return (At]as, Andromeda bu’c X xmc/sPacc) and Prevcnteé weéé:ng of
im the head

Danac to Fo]yc}cctcs b
g) Return to Argos ancl acci death of Acrisius

a) Logalty to the Gﬁ o his Mo’chcr
Courage (k [li edusa, rescumg Andromeda)

]ngenwt@kmg Graeae by s’cealmg their eye
ng athy orAtlas

[Toraiveness to Acrisius for clisowning him & Danae

N.B. Thisis basicang the qucstion theg have a]ways asked on the Perseus story; sometimes
thcg concentrate on the ghcts and hclp he received.



HERACIFS

Qpes’cion: Describe TWO of Heracles’s Labours. Which was the more difficult?
\/\/hat qua]ities did he show in overcoming the Problcms involved?

Answers ~ will c{cPend on which Labours you choose. You should make FOUK

relevant Points about each. Thcsc are recommended (they obvious]y want

you to choose difficult or interesting onesl):

i. Nemean | ion: Toughncss of skin
Strangled it to death
(Jsed its own claws to skin it
(Useditas Protcction/to scare-enemies

Friglﬁt of Eurﬁstheus when he saw it: bronzejar

2. | ernean ch{ra: | ake monster with many heads, clcac”g poisonous
thn one head cut O]C]C) two grew back
[~ xtra Problem from [Hera’s crab
HCIP from lolaus — seared stumps with Haming torch
(Collected Poison to use for arrows

Labour ‘cancelled’ due to helP from ]olaus

3. Augcan 5’cab!cs: Large herd of cattle which had never been ‘mucked out’
Saw Potential of river erosion
Maclc bet with King Augcas
Dhcmciculty oFdi%ing Channcls, but success in one night
Augeas ‘rePor’cecl’ him to Eurgstheus; Labour cancelled



4. (Golden Applcs of the Hcspcrides:
Journegecl farto the Wes’c; Fi”ars of Heracles
On!g Atlas could see into the Garclen: High Wa”
[Had to hold up the skg while Atlas fetched them

Trickec{ A’clas into resuming his burden
5. bringing (Cerberus from the (Jnderworld:

[Had to find deeP cave as entrance (f“lerac]eia)
Scared Charon into Fcrrging him across the Styx
[Hades allows him to take Ccrberus “if he can tame him”
Battle with (Cerberus:

3 Hea&s, serpent’s tail, Poisonous slobber

Success; drags Cerberus up: Dead19 Nightshade formed

Eurgsthcus so scared at the sigl—xt never leaves }-n'sjar again

Qualities; Obvious]y Strcngth

Courage
]ngenuitg

Questions have alwags asked to describe/contrast at least two labours like this.



JASON

Qpestions: Describe what happenecl from the time oF\)ason’s arrival at Colchis
to the time of his escape with Meclea. How might he have felt about
Mc&ea when he arrived home?

Answers:
a) Aeetes tasks: Fire~breathing Bulls & Dragon’s T eeth &
b) HCIP from Meclea to achieve these:

(]Cire~Proo{: ointment; throwing arock amongst the ‘éow’\ men’)
c) Mec]ea charms dragon guarding fleece to sleep & ®

d) Escapc ]33 sl—n'P with Medea & other Argonauts

e) Murcler of Absgr‘cus and scattcriﬂg of bociy &slow down fleet
P Stop for Purhcication }33 Clirce

g) Fossiblg include how Medea arrange@s bsal’ of Felias

a) Mixecl Feelings: G]acl of h.cr @a]armcc} }33 her savagery

Question somctimcsjust limited 5& of Jasor’s ‘E_scaPc’ with the fleece.
®

Fossible chs’cion (not 35}&&1): Describe Jasorx’s adventures on the way to

obtai olden I:lcccc.

Blind old man (Flﬁincus the Proplﬂct)

Answers: ®
a) ﬁcmple & table of food

Harpics prevent him from eating: Punishmcnt from the Gods

$ Two Argonauts chase them away (sons of the N. Wind —can ﬂy)

In return Phineus tells Jason how to survive the Clashing Rocks

b) C]ashing Rocks: Real name the ‘Symplegadcs’
Fhineus tells Jason to release a dove® wait for rocks to close
Argo has twice as !ong to sail between

Kocks close on rear timbers,just as theg had on dove’s tail feathers



The TROJAN WAR

Questions:

i Describc how Tr09 was caPturec! }33 the (ireeks. Wl’lo contributed most to its
fallz

Answers:
a) Orac!es that had to be fulfilled first:
Stcaling of the Fa”adium; Bow of Heracles (Fhiloctetes}
b) Odgsscus’ P]an to build the Wooden Horse
c) Greeks hide in horse while fleet sails out of sight to Tencdos
d) Sinon left to trick Trojans into accepting the ‘ghct’

e) Foseidon’s sca-serpent kills the Pries’c | aocoon as he tries to warn them

9 [Horse dragged into Troy: [Helen: did she hc]P orhinder? (stories varg)
Q Trojans celebrate and get drunk

h) Greeks emerge and let the rest into Trog
) Trog sacked: onlg keg Trojan to survive is Aeneas

a) Argue for Odysseusj Sinon, Foseidon (& (ods genera”g}
Achi”es for ki”ing Hector

(in negative wag) Faris for stca!iﬂg f"!e!en in the first Placc

Qpestions 2. Describc the ciuarrc] between Aclﬂi”cs and /\gamcmnon, and its results.
Who was most at fault?

Answers:

a) Capturc of slavcgir]s Priseis & Cl’lrgscis }33 Ac}wi”cs: one each(l)

}3) Agamcmnon forced to give Cl’] back (c{aughtcr of Priest of Apo“o)
c) Orclers Achi”es to give him Briseis instead

CD Achi”cs withdraws from battle a]ong with the Myrmidons

c) Grccks ncar]y defeated and sl’lips burnt (savec! bg /\jax)
9 Fatroclus takes Ach’s armour but is killed bg Hector

g) Achi”es rejoins the war to avenge Fatroclus & kills Hector.



a) Against Achi”es: s’cupid to cause near defeat of whole army due to a sulk

over a gir!?

Against Agamcmnon: did his rank give him the right to demand Briseis’?

Qpestions 3. \/\/hich hero from the war do you admire most and least? (iive reasons

Answers: Admir@ most:
Achi”es: best Fightcr; son of a goddess (Thetis); Fast; l‘:andsome;

loyal in revenge for Fatroclus- merciful to Friam overfdectors
Y 3 ;

body

[Hector: best Trojan warrior; defended citg loga”y when Faris had
caused it all; affection for wife Andromache; Figf’xting forhis
Familg & country, notjust Forglorg

,Ay'ax: 5trongcst,~ Protectcc{ the shiPs when Achi”es was ‘on strike’
Deprived of Ach’sarmour urjust]g (?); action man

Odgsseus: Clevcr; brave (night exPeclitions, e.g to steal Fa”adium)
Good friend (csp. of Diomcdcs)

Admire least:

Faris: started war }39 abclucting Helcn; cowardlﬂ in sing]c combat with
Mcnclaus; staﬂcd in Troy while others Fought for him;
alovernota Fighter (’)

Agamemnon: Foorleader, esp. over quarrel with Achilles; too

ready to believe ‘clrcams’; sacrificed &augfﬂtcr at start
Achi”es: T oo interested in his own vam’tg; caused death of Fatroclus
“Ltreatment of Hector’s body

UHWisc in Fa”ing in love with Folgxcna (Trojaﬂ Princcss},
which led to his ambush and death by Faris



ODYSSEUS

Questions:

i. Describe Odgsseus’ encounter with the Sirens. [Did he show good lcaders!-xip

qua]ities’?

Answers: a) Sirens female bird-monsters 1uring sailors to their doom on the rocks b
singing
) Odysseus wants to be onlg man ever to hear them & survive

) Te”s crew to Put wax Plugs in their ears.. 9
CD ...and tie him to the mast, lgnormg any 51gns hc may maiia b leased

eir

e) Does become enchanted, but crew obeg orders un ast the island

9 Sirens (in most vcrsions) commit suicide bgjum i tlﬂe sea in frustration
a) Shows ingenuity in thinking of howto a wis aim...
b) ..but was it a bit vain and riskg in

c) Luckg crew so obedient (’chis ti@ a]wags: compare Bag of Winds
@

ePisocle)

N
Questions: &

2. Describe Odysscus’.é;tcr with the Cgclops. Did the Cgclops deserve its

fate?

o
Answers: a) Necd' od & water, crew finds deserted cave full of cheese & milk

b) : EC§ want to leave straiglﬂ’c away: Oc‘ysscus makes them stag to meet owner

c) ops (describe) arrives & eats 2 men, then blocks door & sleeps.
@Nex’c clay similar, but . devises Plan to make Cgclops drunk & blind him
) Cgc]ops cnjoys wine & wants to reward ‘Nobody’ forit
9 Flan works; other Cgc]opcs fooled by ‘Nobodg’ trick; to release shccp
next clag Cgclops sits at entrance to catch crew
g) Oc’gsscus tells men to hang under shccp’s stomachs to avoid detection
h) Undcr Cyc!ops favourite ram, (. himself ﬂcarly caught

0 O reveals his ‘Nobody’ deceit and Cyclops prays to father Foseidon to
Punish Odysseus



a) Cgclops a savage monster, deserved what he got.... OR
b) Cyc]ops on]g a simplc shcphcrd until Oagsseus arrived..?

destions: 3. Dcscribe Oc{ysseus’ encounter with Circe. W}wat qua!itics did he show in

defcatiﬂg her?
Answers: a) Keturning from Trcjarx War, driven to island of Aecaca
b) [Half crew (with O) stay at shiP, ot}wers, led by Eurglochus, go'o of
food Q
c) Eurgloclﬁus returns, tells how beautiful enchantress (:'{e ed the rest
®

into Pigs
d) Odgsseus vows to free them himself; given her&tect him bg Hermes

C) Circe’s magic doesnt work threatened agrees to release crew
9 Crew stag with CerC x’ years

g) CerC gives Oclﬂsseus advice t@sxas in the nderworld to he]P

l'nm get home

a) Kesponsibi!ity: goes o&\'ave crew
b) Courage 6
c) Obedience (to mes
.but unwise t st&thh Clrcc afterwards (c}'nlcl bg her cvcntua”g kills him)

Other Possible@ns:

escribe cpisodc of chna & Clﬁargbdis (this one has now come up
recentlgl)

Answers: Man3~hcadcd cave monster & Whiripool: either side of narrow strait

Hac{ to sacrifice some crewmen to avoid all bcirxg sucked down

But driven back there anyway (Cat’clc of the SUH); all drown excePt O



5. Describe Aeolus & the Bag of Winds episode

Answers: Acolus (Gocl of \/\/incls) gives Q a bag of contrary winds to he]P him
get home

Oclgsseus doesn’t tell crew — a mistake?

Theg release all the winds in search oFgo!d & the shiP is driven
straig}w’c back

Aecolus unwi”ing to he!P a second time — (O must be ‘curscc@'

6. Describe what happened when Odgsscus arrived ho in@aca
(never been asked — must be one éay!)e{ -
Answers: a) Alcinous King of Fhaeacia bri%@lg safe to ]thaca

) Fene]ope menaced bg gang of
) Athena clxsguxses O as

canrecognise him (b

only Te!emachus (son)
us the herdsman also !(nows)

) At Pa]ace bcggarx bg old Nurse (scar) and old dog

Fcnclopc 562 testto strmg bow & fire tl’lrough axe-heads

A}C’cer a” suit O I’Hms@lFSUCCCCCJS ancl 1S revea]ed agam
as?‘x

g) Tﬁc s, | _umaeus and O massacre the suitors

h) Pene ope ‘tests’ O with suggestion to move their bed outside
(Bui]t around a tree & can’t be moved - onlg O knows this)

$i and Fcnc]opc reunited at last.



REMEMBER IN GENERAL:
1. KEEF TO THE FO]NT (answer the qucstionl)

2. NAME. NAME St (sPc” them corrcctlyl)
3. BE_ CONC]SE (don’t write more than about 12 lincs)

4. DON’T WA (write facts! |nclude these details!)



